“IT MIGHT BE SMALL
ON DISPLACEMENT,

BUTIT'S LARGE ON

PERFORMANCE

By Dave Hetzler

mm Last year, when
!;w) Yamaha intro-
| duced the XJ650G

-, ¥ Maxim (this year
m called the X]650H
! Maxim and here-

W N SRelmlea? qiter in this story

.. called the Maxim so we don't go com-

pletely crazy), we felt as though the
“street cruiser’”” market had taken a
greal step forward. The thinking be-
hind this was that, for the first time, a

.........

UMOIG Wil :SOJ0Ud

major manufacturer had built a bike
from the ground up with the “chopper”
image in mind, and the various frame
geometries were designed for this type
of motoreycle. In short, the Maxim was
right at the head of the class in boule-
vard cruisers.

For all practical purposes, the 1981
version has received nothing more than
a face-lift—which is okay, because it
didn't need any major changes; it was
basically fine just the way it came irom



the showroom floor. About the only
thing we didn't like about the machine
last year was the seat, and if anything,
Yit's worse this year. That little Nauga-
" hyde device at the rear of the machine

Professionals appreciate
th lit pf r

is a real cheek-number. Just 30 minutes | e quu I y o ou

in the "saddle” is enough to turn the |

most hardened rider into a quivering | ortu e wor s op

mass of jelly. And if you're taller than | -

5 feet 10 inches, it's even worse, be- |
cause you're trapped into sitling in one |
spot. If you're shorter than that, you can
move back and forth a bit to change the
point of contact; but no matter what,
that seat has to go. [

Happily, there's something you can |
do about it, and the solution comes |
right from the Yamaha accessory cata-
log. Part No. ABA-4H723-00-00 is what
they call a Tall Custom Cruiser Seat, |
and the description says it is thickly
padded. | suggest that you get it in- |
stalled right away.

Other than the seat, there's very little |
we didn’t like on the latest version of
the Maxim. Perhaps the rear shocks are
a bit too stiff; but in fairness, our ma-
chine was almost brand-new, and the
few hundred miles we put on it might
not have been enough to completely
break them in. Actually, in normal rid-
ing there's very little problem; it is only
when a sharp, quick bump is encoun-

.__—-:'|.olttrl-!|.- L i e—

tered that the rider notices anything. & 3 . — '__ bALAMALLLLLALL S
Then the compression damping doesn't . l--:‘l.-:‘ (i) “? o Q )
seem to follow the contour of the road, N 5 i .. : ] 1 T Vel padl .

and a sharp jolt is received by the rid-
er. Perhaps this wouldn't be such a big
thing if the seat were padded better
One area where no one can find fault
is the engine, for here the Maxim really
shines. Again, there aren't too many
difierences between the ‘81 version and |
the ‘80 model. The Yamaha engineers |

have incorporated a new starting sys- $ 2 00
tem, but the double overhead cammer n ro uc ory o er..- -
still retains the four HSC 32mm Hitachi
CV carbs, the transistor-controlled igni-

tion und {he 517‘.00[1’11‘.955 1nhere;\_: v”:h Llfe [II"I'"IE Warfaﬂly L Manufactur&d |n WeSl Gefmany‘
any 4-cylinder engine. To go into the Chrome vanadium steel for strength e Just about every
transmission would be almost worth- tool required for emergency repairs or routine maintenance
less. Like any and all Yamaha gear- Suitable for all car models ® Available Metric or American
boxes, the one found on the little four is For the Do-it-yourselfer and professional mechanic

outstanding in operation and rugged
beyond belief. | can remember about 11
years ago when Yamaha had some
gearbox trouble with one of their street
bikes; | haven't heard of any since
Handling of the bike is quite good

Compact, tough, easy handling case ® For car or home
Recessed individual tool compartments e 'z inch drive
The right tools at the right time

The footpegs are mounted fairly high | oo e Hehel Accessores. ns., 3581 W, th:Si. Loy Angeles 8. 2
for a machine of this type, and conse- Order Toll Free | Hettel Accessories, Inc.. 3
quem:l'_.' the rider has a chance to cor- Toda : Yes. I'd hike the PORTAE
ner a bit more briskly than with the av- 1 amenican A
erage chopper-type machine. The Max- 800'421 '8890 : ihes ta
im is up to it in all respects; the forks 1k et OMa
soak up the bumps extremely well, even Except California, : T 6 R i I
stutter bumps that make many non-air Hawaii and Alaska call: : celll "
ssisted units give up the Tl 213-383-8376 | Snatune .
ks, even though 24 Hr. Ordering with | ™ — -
Master Charge, Visa :
and American Express.
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LOW, LOW DIRECT-TO- USER
DISCOUNT PRICES

Send §1.00 for a fully illustrated catalog
(retundable with first order)
1 D.R.]. Industries. Inc.
_ ;J 11100 Hampshire Ave. So
_Bioomington. MN 55438 Deot HR-281

i TO RECEIVE YOUR CATALOG, COMPLETE THIS )
|5 AND MAIL WITH $1.00 CHECK OR MONEY ORDER

I
a
fmortypenst bk, ||

S (refundable with first order) TO:
- D.R.L Industries, Inc
I 11100 Hampshwe Ave, So , Bloomington, MN 55438
| NAME
i ax
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GET IT WIRED!

Custom Designed Wiring Harnesses
Ready to install or kit style-all connectors are
clearly marked & color coded. Complete in-
structions. Giant inventory of electrical parts

Catalog $1.00 (215) 485-1937

RON FRANCIS WIRE WORKS
1163 Kirk Road « Boothwyn, PA 19061

Supercharged
BDS ) oo
BLOWER DRIVE KITS

and Accessories
EASY-TO-INSTALL!

L For V-8 or V-6, Ford,
NEW Chevy, Pontiac, Olds,
CHEVY V-6 : Buick or Chrysler

W A== Underdrive or over-
drive ratios
available. We
stock Blower
Drive Kits,
Manifolds, etc
Write for Cat
BLOWER
DRIVE
SERVICE CO.
(213) 693-4302
12140 Washington Blvd., Whittier, Ca. 90606
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Designed as a lowrider I:om the qmund up, the Mawm hancﬂcs better than most cycles
with this type of styling.

Plenty of muscle is provided by this double- overbead cam, 650cc powerplant
that revs to @ maximum of 9500 rpm.

The now-standard Japanese instrument
panel features an 85-mph speedo. various
warning lights and a 12-grand tach.

The main item on the Maxim we didn’t like
was this nice-looking. but totally
underpadded. saddle.

The “lift" experienced by some shaft-drive
machines has been completely eliminated
on the Maxim by the Yamaha engineers.




doubtedly will be even better alter

they've been broken in. All in all, the
Maxim is still the best-handling street

cruiser we've ever ridden

» Yamaha offers many different acces-
sories for this bike. The buyer can get ! R A K E E
engine guards/crash bars, sireel fair-
ings, with various combinations and

. PAT PEND
colors available, handlebar {airings,

w:nds::'e;»rs and even a sissy bar or SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE + SUPERIOR DESIGN
sissy bar/seat combination. The range

{ afte - arasanories for aadborcy: NEW DISC BRAKE HARDWARE KIT
of aftermarket accessor Badrrihed REPLACES ORIGINAL HARDWARE — NO MODIFICATION

1 ks
cles is huge, and Yamaha has some of *”%2 CALIPERS FLOAT & DISCS RUN FREELY Q\Qﬂ
5“ <?

the best for their various models FITS AMC, CHRYSLER, FORD, GM, IHC
We mentioned the “spiral”-design PASSENGER — VANS — TRUCKS — 74:80

mag-type wheels i‘c:;i}jr.\t:r.. but we *INCREASES GAS MILEAGE
didn! say too much aboul them be- .HEDUCES BRAKE WEAR *REDUCES TIRE WEAR

S hink th f the b TO ORDER: Fill in the order blank below and mail along with a check or
ihem; we Ink ey are one of ine Hest- | postal money order for the amount of the purchase to:
looking sets of wheels available. By the

way, they're fitted with tubeless tires, a |
19-incher up front and, in keeping with | I ‘
the lowrider look, a 16-incher atl the | L

cause at that time we felt they looked a
bit odd. Now that we've become used to

rear

We really can't say that this year's P.0. ??‘?35- ';("'""- cs”““ 45802
bike is better than last year's, but only HR-81 0415;2;;0;'?8?%1 HRA-81
because the Maxim was introduced in Please Print Or Type Ohio Residents Add 4.5% Sales Tax
midyear and not many changes have Add $1.00 Handling & Postage Please allow four to six weeks for dellvery.
E.'\-'Dlvc-dl But then, fe-w.were necessary LARE - -  PHONE_ B
The bike is super just the way it
comes—with the exception of the seat. If STREET ADDRESS e - -
they ever change that, the machine will CITY — _____ STATE . up_

be just about perfect, and you can't
beal that! ur

AUTO MAKE — e SEEEES

MODEL — YEAR ——

HOT ROD MAGAZINE'S
BIKE TEST SPECIFICATIONS
1981 Yamaha XJ650H Maxim

PRICE: E

Suggested Retail .......ccoevnirinenee $2899

MASTER'S
TYP® e Four-cylinder, DOHC, four-stroke

Displacement siverrasisassserey DOJCC b {

Bore/Stroke ........ 63%52.4mm : 1 1

Compression Ratio ..... e 9.2:1

Maximum Horsepower .......... N A | {

Maximum Torque .. 38.3 it./

bs. t ! d
Carburetion ............. (4) 32mm mtach HSC | I}
Ignition ...... Transistorized controlled
Lubrication .. Wel sump
Battery 12V/12 amp
DRIYECHAIN:
Primary Drive ... Helical gear
Clutch Wet, multi-plate :
Secondary Drive .......ccovrmenarsisnns Shatt, 2.91:1

CHASSIS: ,

Master mechanics

130/90-16 67H

Rear Shocks in. travel Amencan and metnc size .
Seat Height ..... 30 in inivesbroaching Send for latest cata
Overall Length n

Overall Width .........ccvnune.
“wverall Height ...............
round Clearance

fuel Capacity ....

34 gal

Wet Weight S Ryl
PERFORMAMCE: * Only $1.00, ref
Quarter-Mile we 12.87 @ 105.2 mph with S10 order
Average Fuel Con:s umpnon — 1T
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