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The final

LHAPIER

Remember the X 550 Yamaha donated to us by AP
Viohorcycles weny back i 19985 7P Oue ntention was Lo race it
with the Eaviystocks oy, But the best B0 mares..,

Howeney, the ke was rescued by Team Dokey’ and is
v & Htke holdeyr, Chrs Pearsor tekes a ride and wife

Stevie takes Hhe (rhires

LONG TERS readers may well remember jhe siaar
«f a Mechanics Yamaha K550 mos bike praject
from way back in 1o, Originally donabed 1o the
mag by AP Moloeoycles, the plan was Sor
ortributor Alastair Bosie fo peepare the bike for
ompelition In the Earystecks chamglonship,
riorrunately, 1hes wem a liifle avwry aden

alistair took up long-distanca lorry deiving and
tra whole lof changed hands, malking Its way
fram Alistdie's home in Oafiord into the grasp of
Tedm Donkay', aks SHaun Praftpot and rider Karl
Sonit

Much work kad adready bedn comphited by
Alistalr - lightendng of the engine internats and

Friing the s slep of Mallery pnd Regding for Bews
ihew wiwne... "al! of e e dorses roadd B e ol

o g

alher such efforts to gain extra hosses and gt
bl B wars Lthe move ko Spilstry im LUncolnshine that
mally kicked rhe &) projett back info gear,

The Klg4o iy seem like a strahge chaide, as
the criginagd machine wat sulelassed peifamuance
wise by mos2 of the middlewssgh! appasiticn ol
the dary. The ability to easiby i lates parts from
ke F2o0 would appear 1o be the ey bo the
Iyp's quadithem jeap in perfoomance.

The rame was sipeagibenad by welding wmall
gussats im crutial areas and dhen sank aff for
painting to CRJ Powder Coatings of Grimshy, Tha
resdlting azure bdge finish that was applied is still
1 smaath and shiny testmaony, a couple of years

ort, of their workmanship and competence an e
pdirding garee

The saingarm and yokes alsa came |n for the
argne treatment, &% indesd have been ihe tank
and wheels fo suit, The swingarm bushes sere
modified and up-rabed 1o cogs wiik | sxlia
forces and new berings itted 1o Bk the
sleering head and [he wikseds,

Finishing off thee hodywark nicely is a fibreglass
seal wnil that, ashough borowed from a
thornughbred Yamaha T2 race machine, doesnt
lonk out of place an this early Gighlies sports
LOUrEr.

A pair of Ohfms demper unils ane responsibla
Ear kesping (e rear end in check while, in
keeping with the Earlyshorcks rule book, the frant
el Is compdesely standard, although ke
riernals have bees modified {0 petform better.

The actual peomebry of the Frame |5 alia exactly
&4 Factooy sapplieg, ance agan anather club
fuling, bul amvone who iede the onigenal macheng
can bestily ihat the in-liee four was quite a nimble
titthe - mackine if a ligle under-powered compared
i Its opposion.

In e stoppéng department The rear doem is
kil inksct bul & gain of Suzuki 600 Bandil
calipses, held in place by special mounbing plates,
now grdl: the Yamaha lront discs. Stadnless steel
hraided hoses complete tho package as they fink




aamil to having polished them a Tithe.

TP original and Dmwhlesome sgo opEsder head
bues loneg gune bo be replaced by a [ater F7fon
[tem. This in fuem has bean Feswily modded in
alliw & greater comprassicn ratio as well as the
fating of improved vatoes 3 sprisge.

Thi FT cams have also bess re-pradiled bo ghve
moen power amd IR carburettars are now 2gmm
Heibin CR wnits allowing & whaie load meee el
and air throsgh Into the combustion chambers
1Fan e standard Yam Esinaments.

The barrels hawe been machined diown to rasse
1P cimpression and the oylindsss febored in the
maskmiim allowable, once again all of this work
has been sllifully carried out by Wildmans of
Spilsby Shaun painis oul that withoul their help
ihe whole project woolil sai heve been possible,
#ither mechanically or Ainameially:

(n the eilhee side of the engise & Micron ERaoo
axhaust system has been cul ard re-welded 1o fif
the 550 chassis, The lengthening of the down
peoes also allows @ betisr gas flow, greatiy
improving the low dows poeer.

The large end cam hac been swept up and aut o
the way mainly becauss tha shoriness of the 550
chiassis Fesalied in the can sticking out from the
rear, which |s Slegal lor acing purposes,
Thankfully, with mast race tracks rusning In a
theckwise direction, the stesp rake also s resses
the priand cheamancoe on (9 fight haesd sids;

BACKLIFP SAT ON THE SHELF
& MK af the stamdend ignilion and Dyne coils
fandle the sparks, although a complede
aflermarket sysbem s sal om the shelf mady and
wiiling should it ever be reguired.

The Bike morw sutpals In excess of yo bhp ar
OO0 revs with an impressive 42 NS of tomgue
oCoETing ansund the seven thow mark, These
figures are doubly impressive when 3 magsn] dyro
run was made arsd hs Mechasvics hike was
tampared with one of 115 olher Eaelystoeks
tombialanis, 2000 champion Nigel Losrence's
K550,

The bl X was laken to the Dynomas UK dyna
right naart door 1o 1he Moroes H in Hosmgatle,
Shawn’s baby praduced a ciear ten bhp more and

B v classs s hamics com

# simaar gain im the all-impoetant torque curee
awvar 1P rival maching,

ine dynio sheel & strong indicatar of saperh
carhuratios, tgnitisn and ergine tening and by
the ook of this ene il doesn’t get any betier than
an 1his 1.

WiiR o8 of this exira grunt over the original so
Bhp, one would imagine there would be sésiouw
deficiendios i the drive frain but this supss 4]
st runs fhe ariginal dhaich and gearbes, 1m fact
the bike has only ever failed to finish an one
occasion and that was down 1o an electrical faule
rEthar than a mechamical ooe

With Kl om board the X| was thie bike 1o beat
throughoul the 200z season comndingty winning
5 Earysiocks champaonship along with seveml
sirmilar titles rmin by other clubs. Having ridden
with Karl om a neimiber of cccasion ) for ane can
bate he i no siouch bul every fder has to have 2
fine sieed wpon which 10 work his wonders, 5o
jutd how good & the old Yam?

PREPARED SLPERBLY

WE met up with Kail, Shaun and the X| af a susmy
Mullory Park practlce day to fnally put 2 full stop
Ehind the Mechanics X] goo project. The bike
loakg] saperbily prepamed a5 we pulled info the
pacdock, nal 4 single spot of dir ta be found
anywiera,

Shaun has fabricsted every fastener, brackal
and spacer while vistually every nut and boll on
the hike has also come usder bis scruting in the
Itk kindly sspplied by Paul Allis of Esst Lincs
Motorspaits. This kind of top nedch preparation
‘woizhd nof look oisl of place ab the wory highast of
racing lovels,

Uhad elected b0 @0 ol im the fast groap as the
febention was nest to hamg about! With (he static
photogrsohy out af the way Fest (always a good
Idea for abvious reasons) it was sson lime 1o robe
up and gat out e,

This Fasd was s1ifing and it was some misf in
start circulating and get the many helowd and
leather vents opaned ug and warking in my
3wgur.

Feam the outsed thase impresshe power and
tongRie Cifwes were in evidence and the ggo was

dinber PR Toha perts e bear fitted ieciuding the cpbinder heod.

LEFT: The fame has been Borogiheosd docdndng (o Me o e see md To asr
in fram a [T vackag Fomaka, Leoky the Dashess @il sighs

easy to ride around with the rest of the pack,
pudiing well from mid range and wilk & fairiy
linear thooftie response,

Good power was mvailabde almoss anywises in
1 rey range with the engine finally suggesiing a
gearchangs arourd (ke vo,000 mark & usetul
ovare |5 ihpea shouled B be required, Bul the
power cestalnly starts to head sauth quite apidiy
ance o double fgures.

Dvery modification works well with na ane poing
afn ke bike standing out abeove the nthers In
pRrtormance, it jusl gels hopether and gets on
waith thae joshi, T hike i well balanced and
certainly a ot lighter than the 420 b queded for
the raad-gaing version,

The engine pulls strongly and cleanly, sile ke
Bandit brakes grab and stop as well as amything.
wilh po perceptible fade even in the oxcessive
st ol the day,

Once thee spesd has been sohsbbed off, the hike
can be lald on its ear and the gas spplied again o
gel it around the fasl appraachisg comer. This job
was handied well, the forks and rear shocks
making light work of the informatsan being
elayed bo them wid the byres, allowing the rider 1o
FRSEES reery Singie hump dnd imperfection an his
wray o a fask lap.

The chassis breeds confidence and begs 1o be
riddben harder all the wary. It mary have coee a8
SeHTE surprise bo o few of the modesn Bk ridess
af Mallory 1hat day when the Tittle Yam sal only
Fepdd 115 pwn hut gained om & bew around tha
daaartieg Geerrard’s bind,

It was also particularky Impessiye on the el
fram the bus stop and info e Dedls Elbove
whan all of the ro horses could be let oul ToF 8
gallog with out fear of a high-side,

Afer several EEsl laps the i year-old sircooled
enging dad s5arl bo-cailfes from the heat that | had
been struggling with feom the sutsel and reduced
P was felt,

The enlanged, ten mw, ail cooker siasied just
e low fhe kesditock was doing its bast hur
wiithoul (o] sif runedng (hmagh it was facing an
uphilll fasi. Even the tyres wede sdarting o
owerheal and @ cowple of fimes | gol & bil ool of
shapse on 1w st ool of Gerrand™s,




Cimin aboard e Sl -SialT Aativng. M fbke an
svpertdy ull offernaon aad [ oV T el ds 36t off i by the
evel o e Sredion.
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Nol a real proldeny a8, in it ot
enmviromemnt, thee rest of the feld wooid aleo be =
airconled and Avan shod, similarly suffaring and TR T el
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nrabaldy more than a few yards behind a1 that
point in 8 race anyway!

Tine hike ran superbdy all aRernoos sfd | didn't
wiant te g ol il by the end of the sassicn, The

atie Inur pod Yam lapped consistenthy guickes
andd quicker, In the seCond session we starbed
warking well together, getleg very near the san
o tace winming limes she is wsed o when Kard
ridas hef

When Quetzred ghoul 1he actuial cost al he
project so far, md ane ad a fgure bn mind,
suggestieg B has all bean worth ® no maties
what the cosk,

The Mie oo has been transhesmad from s
umsuoiessful middieseighs origins inbs 2 meal
race machine apable of petting in some serous
lap times a5 well 45 rewarding thie lucky rider
with ot pogitive and setishding a jaunt as Aty
modern day maching

Shaten and Kael, along with the many iradeo
suppliers and supporters inve bved wild the X|
progel, hive aveng right 1o sit back and Sepl
sabsfad with their sint efortks.

Wim e Cluris Pesn s
PR L virarms: SEwvie Pemrsin

Wie'tl garnn o wew pe @




1he Supaki master cylinder to the badm gl
Noating beaks calipess

Qtrser bpuches spplied ko the rant end include
&0 ad|ustabes sheering damper, TZR mudguand
arul o hefry fork brace chamged 1o (ke top of the
sliders tn stop the lubes reistiog under load

All-m-all the K] is a very businesslike pece of
sl himeey and rol in ary way SUggesiing ihe
roods fram wisach it firsk came From

Cince again, thanks to the rule book; the yres
nmve bo e something like shat wes ftbed
arigimalty but thankfully Bwon conlisie 1o
arsduce some of the finest cosenly raoe Tyes
eyir i (he Foren of thelr supert AMz 2/ 7% ebber
Thsp Mol Byma in pasticolar is the sgqual of mog
mndern dag radial rahber, it & deply s thak BN

CHANGES REVERSED
WITH the chassis santad Shaus asd Karl then
turned their atbentions bo the engine and seveml
aspeils fhat had already been aftended bn wore
rewareadd

The cranashalt had been excessively machined
awary and 1ha resull was virlually b low-down
torque and peraer. & swilt return o & standand
item, experily balanced and m-shelied by John
Wikiman Matoropcles of Splisby, soon had the
horsepower and torque figures looking good
agaln

Sa tar 1 has prieed molhing less than 1oo per
ceml reliable Ehroughaul fwe seasons of infencse
campetitioe. T cormds are, onoe agsin, the
slandard Yamaha items afthough Shaun does

| PARTS SUPFLIERS

C&| Powder Coatings, 01473 311333

inhn ‘Widman M{s, orpgo 753269
Legnn Sz UK. oo sxraea
Eas1 Lings Miatorapedt

Fha Sidey bullder Shaan PEylpat



