Classic Ride 4

] YAMAHA XJ750

Hoty Herry,

Surprise

PALCKAGE

Lkt be fooled by the US styling Yarmaha's shaft drive X750 ‘Seca’ will match rmuch
sportier Boes in harling and performance: It does Just abaut everything with flal, says

BIGHT: Hhor! wheeibase and as speig i ddisg panitian far
Ihe Sevw a8 Rl iy own /n e hovwling Sl

THIS was fun, Ciuising abong at the US legal limil
al 55 muoh, visor ug, an b glorious fusgust Sunday,
Sitting apright with ares comfastably
oulsiretched 1o the Régh Bars.

It made & pleasant change to be able o peer
ower The hadpenows and stone walls of the
Morthampineshise counbryside, Humming along
el stately Rushion Hall and garing aver b
rolling estate grounds. “Laces Sundee aftemoan,
B0 not lime o wonmg..”

The bike was an Kj7ge ¥amaha Sece, & 158
impont pwned by reader Gary Hesos wha had
emallad me some vweeks bedore asking If we had
ever featured this bike because he had trauble
liniding infoematinn abeul &,

The response was (o ask kim ¥ we could test his
ke, He replied that it wass™ i &8 new’ conditian
Dut thar's my probdem for s - we Be bo st eal
hikes thal are used. It's not a CONCOURS £ORIRST,
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Gary's a lorry driver and a memiber ol (he
Tedritbeial Armerg. He was called up o spend three
maniFs In lrag whene be delivered tank engines
bo e TroGps in the second Une, ane back froem
the war frant, He'd recently returaed and agrond
to drop off the Bike an his way lrom Walsall 1o &
wedding recepfion in Guiidloed whers he aas
reaniling with mabes he made during his war
siini.

Surdiy sarming he and his wile burmed up at
the O0d Bakery o reposcess his Seca Buf firg
the pictune sesslon ard ihe moad tes

EARLY MODEL

THE Seca wes laumched i america in 1981 50
Gary's bike is g af the very first. The Yanks
lowpd 115 hi-tech cpedificalion and style o much
that gemand so0n saisinipesd supply and it
waAn't until the folinwing year thal we got & In
e LK.

There sgein, the Seca - 05 name takes Tiam e
Laguna Sech circuit in Califomila - was designed
sppcifically tor the US marke? while we god the
klesn with sporis Siyling.

Buf bodh bees were eagery welcomed by bika
seribes on baolf sides of the Atlantic and one
American bilee magazine launched & campaign to
21 ihe fine Sold there, Yamaka even wesl g slep
furihes and sold the o with 1he B0 stylling in
|apan. Talk aboul mizing and matching...

But i wasn't @ matter of Yamahas having two
almost identical bikes in their mnge. UK iders
telld choose between the reviey S50 o The
cmaith, loguey and bebter equipped Seca,

The Nirst (hing wou notice is 1P console wiil 1s
tompitensed chiefk parsd bebween wneedn and
ey cowrder, Turn on the ignitkan and it Nashes up
checks om side siamd, brakes, oll, balters
headlamp {which ix-on ail the time smeeay in 1he
States], tadl Tight amd even fuel, Very AW, Aind i
s1ill worked fine om Gary's bike afer 22
jeds - much to his smpeise,
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dive lokay, it's been rubbished since then bt we

il Den’t baothes ringing. by the way he sinca hells

| AldnT know That 1len), gir assisted froet forks, . Us it beeen sold 1o parg
| tast allcy wheels. rear shagks with nine r"" linance the purchase of a
i adjustmeenis.,, Yamahs oo Firer,
| Thai makes it ewen bettor valus lodey al Gany's rl= Thve afarementioned YOS is The incoming I:J'I!rﬂﬂ"
wiking price af E8go far tho bike when we esied woll BHera i 0o Yasaha e ;_..;.r.rmm1m
rhambar. The serondary pﬁw
guarier of the siae af the mal

charge from (ke exierod ob 3 fester b
the main chirge tn fallow the same ook
medion

This alse aids petrol consumption and tests ﬂ'
thir day regrtadd bash figemes af o 5: “l‘l‘ﬂ"
wenrst of o,

Anil e streamimed ongire with gamerator and
starter motor located behind the barneds, m‘h'ln]';‘
peeifoems well wilki Ik albiiily Lo pull En.i]'i'nﬁ
200 rpm in bop (GlEh) geai. May with the gearbox
anid ahough not blistering Pask, e 5aca-
resganis immadiately from 4o up to e wd
lina at g5oa,

Cruising oarl bowmrds Rutland bor car fest
session | upped the pace 1o &g { 7o mph and
I iglely noticed & HiFllating viliislion Eaiming
Fhoughl Lhe slepoed vea, |ust a1 the (og &nd of
the spead limit and what shoukd ba the
comfostable cndsing speed. Knocking it Back just
g rpm caused the ngling to go away - as did
going Tasier. Strange, for a bike Bill for comfart.,

Appareniby Yamaha rubber-mounted the
s e's enging Tor us, but not the Seta's, 1solastic
BeiiePeEs cuppart the rear of the angise bul the
Frong |s sofigly mouinbed. Ood, then, Rt the
vihration appeaned to be coming fram the back of
the hike!

Oree rpaad fest of the day reported 1hat a pillion
pigcenger ol gl feeling i his tee] aler a 20
sfnile fide g s mph, The 81 BAp motor S
B lcally thi e2mmm 3 this 650 with two valves
cyinder and Dwin camshafts, The exira capachy
was gained by adding fwo mm ho the bore and 1.6
mem o the stroke.

Which brings s nedtly 1o the Seca's
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competitors. Spur gears provide the primary drive
and make o hirblie-le whing, 3 st all gk
anpEeasant seund. | chesand
thate's plenty of ground teamnte with those
SLURPRISE PACK ARE slyEsh pipes swepl upwisds and the sharl
BUT if crubsing along In serene comvdort [apart foatresss turked well mwary,
fimm the irritating wibratien patch) is the Seca’s Ik bock the bumpy stuff in (ks stride as
well, We didn't mess around with the sEspension
settings but with five prejosd and four damping
s&itings an tha rear fodks ihere's ample
rearm for manoewre, Add the 5.7 psiio
15t 30 psl adjustment range an the
air forks and ihe Seca will suppon a
Falkesbane, Bavd, CTao 2HR warlaty of welghis.
Thesteering is nol particulaity
Femadey Riders Club, quick wilh those wide bars - you
Lhitstime Hemp, o Flland Coust, Nave o ghee them a heave o
Sandy, Bedfondshime, Sqic ., change dinection ina hurry bt the
highespaed siability B superh with
wele Cluh, rena af the wallowing associated
LLzt GiWF with beg ‘uss o the CRE, Bul in msost
W, VmCcom slbuatians the Seca goes exacily whese
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Twin 173 inch discs up front with a 7.8 irch
dingm rear were more than adegquate for 1he Seca's
Iighl wesight (despite 1hat shalft drive) of 481 1bs,

I mast gdmit, | like the stylimg wnd fmd It
preferable to the UK &40,

Those short pipes, LC-styie fank and wheasls,
make up a package that koaks different alilsough
the ectanguiar headlamp amd corsobe kook & Hite
to lares for {he bike.

Daeerall, the Seia was something of an eye.
opener, Not tan of the *sn ug erd beg” style of
riding. 1 fours this ride a pleasanl change fom
the relatively 'head dowm, bum ep® experience of
my own Katena.

It wiis refreshing ko taee my Hime, relaa, anjoy
rhie cowningssde &nd hen wind e Seca wp
araund traffic islamds, tast bends of Bumpy
country lanes with anthusiass, Like | said al the
start, this bike is fun.

Its appearance belies Hs sparing abiities and
e specificalion, especially that computerised
consale, gives i some nowelly value too. Kot that
o Epsser [haught ths same, He reckoned 1he
noyelty of the check list soon wore aff.

“Aithcugh an eye-catching sabes feaiwre L a
noyely that soon wore aff,™ ha sadd, "8l wery
thever, bt bo my mind completely supsifiuous.”

LL-rype phyiiog asd wibed] didiga - sy 1l de dbe JIESaS spurfivr fook for L OF mivk.

Killjow. Remembser writing that, Brian Tarbox?
And, jusa foe another blast from the past, hem's
another quote 1hat sams up the Seca for me oo
Yo @81 8 shall divve machine that will crulse all
day ad a ton, starts, s1ogs and corners with the

besf in lts class anid has (e sEiing o make moil
bikes took borkng.™ Thanks, Reland Broam

A ezl |I:I|J _'.'.I ;l.r-in;mr\.c_
T strodhe, Ivm willees ppr
Ciliradiet Wi s Indedtian
Conirgl Spciom. Capaciny
FaMrc. Bore and sboas
By bymm, Compressio
Tt g, 771 Fuur 3amm Higachi
Carbyretton. Claimesd poyer
Bi bhp & pocd Hidm, Clamed
torges, 4845 N1k il o0
mm

INANSVEEEMON =

Primary dibae by spar grars,

liaal drive by shaft. Wel muhi

plaie clineh. Five speed

EEarIaa, IRCaiR: 361 $iHH,

2nd 4.5, 308 1054, 4ih 2933,
slh B33

BUSPENSINN
Alr-gaiisted, rysieaulically
dasiped hoast forks with aml-
diwe. SaATRaITm riat sk
Sfaistabe chacks.
12 welt, by amplte tatieny
270 watt afereaim
Hezipnpalas Beadanp mes
aniyd wng balb
Tuedn 44.73 Wach frank diecs, 7.8
Inch rear drum

WHEFLS
Lwd alisy, Bridgestome

AEXT MOVTH - 20 VALVE MAYHEM -

Yop, e Secs was a surprise package,
famlaslic all-rounder and soemethivg a Intle
détferent from the early Elghties.

Saold for £850 to one lscky man. | bet Gary
Hesom regrets ...

e s Bl Beerry
Py Terry Joslin

L2 b 56 Tty Prowed iy,

£a0 g0k 38 rean.

&7 galiee 1enk, peerall length
Wi, width 13 Bgin, beighl
Ay, i Barighl j0.nn,
greund £liarasis 5. Hii,
whistlbase 56500, dry wedgin
3 s

Camguiteiised safety check
wpila, daytime running ligst,
Wil canceling Fdicaiom
wamieg Bghis Y niitral,
indicaiors and Bigh beam,
safety chain, steering lock,
mebned Aokier, pias mi

wany ciamicmechasos oo TF




