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Iowa 2005 

Day 1: Westbound Turnpike Rest Stop - Harrisburg, Pennsylvania - 49 Miles down only 2459 to go! 
William Hanna, Paul Eisenberg, Scott Armstrong  

Day 2: American Motorcyclist Association Headquarters & Museum in Pickerington, Ohio (not much to write home 
about if you ask me). 
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Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Indianapolis, Indiana. Saw cars running qualifying laps for the 2005 Indianapolis 500. 
Glad I had earplugs! 

Page 2 of 13Iowa 2005

5/23/2005http://mywebpages.comcast.net/paulmichelle/xjrelay/ia2005/index.htm



Page 3 of 13Iowa 2005

5/23/2005http://mywebpages.comcast.net/paulmichelle/xjrelay/ia2005/index.htm



Day 3: "Old Main" at Knox College in Galesburg, Illinois. Site of the famous Lincoln / Douglas debates in 1859 where 
slavery vs. state's 
rights was a key issue . Galesburg is a railroad town. Ronald Reagan's family lived there and he attended 1st grade at a 
local elementary 
school. The family of Nancy Davis' (the future Mrs. Reagan) lived there too.  

Day 4: Motorcyle bar in downtown Anamosa, IA. Paul Eisenberg, Cory Simpson, Jim Miller, Kit Simpson, and 
Andrew Albinger.  
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Parked outside the National Motorcycle Museum, Anamosa, IA. Andrew, Jim, Kit, and Cory are pictured here. This 
place 
is located about 45 minutes northeast of Cedar Rapids and about an 1 hour west of the Illinois state line. It is well worth 
the ride! 
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Inside the museum. Harley's to the left, Indians to the right. A wide variety of bikes both old and new around both 
corners and downstairs. 
Very impressive.  

The Captain America chopper from Easy Rider. 
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This is the Multimedia Room where the XJ Relay Bag will be put on display. The room is being funded by a grant from 
 
the Antique Motorcycle Club of America. The room will be set up like a library housing a collection of motorcycle 
related books, 
magazines, manuals, videos, and DVD's. It will include a large screen TV for screenings of On Any Sunday, Easy 
Rider, and  
Wild Ride for the Outlaws, as well as safety videos, and documentaries. The room is intended to serve as a resource for 
visitors 
who are working on restoration projects. The museum is seeking additional donations to fund completion of this 
project!  
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Looking east across the Iowa countryside toward home just 1250 miles away. 

Looking back into Iowa across the mighty Mississippi from the Illinois side. Brrr.... the wind was really howling on this 
day. I stopped 
here to don every stitch of clothing in my bags for a frigid night time highway cruise to Peru, IL about 70 miles west of 
Chicago. 
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Day 5: Sturgis at last! Sturgis, Michigan that is. I took Michigan Route 12 which is the old Chicago Road from the 
southwest corner 
of the lower penninsula to Franklin on the outskirts of Detroit. The riding was good especially through the area known 
as the "Irish Hills". 
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Day 6: At the Visitor Center after crossing the Ambassador Bridge between Detroit, Michigan USA and Windsor, 
Ontario Canada. 

 

With Queen of Everything (notice the treasure chest on the back of her bike) and Dwayne Verhey in Port Dover, 
Ontario. 
Thanks for an awesome backroads tour guys!  
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The finish line for the race course at St. Catherines, Ontario - home of the Royal Canadian Henley Regatta where I 
competed some 22 years ago. 

Slowly I turned and made my way to Niagara Falls. There's a rainbow in the mist but I was not brave enough to try 
finding the 
pot of gold at the end of it in this case.  
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Day 7: Back home in the hills of north central Pennsylvania near World's End State Park. Come on over for a ride 
sometime!  

The route... 2505.8 miles in 7 days. 
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